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H x: 11 are the Rights of Man 28 ** 
ſtandeth in Civil Society, and . 
what are theſe rights founded? 
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or politically conſidered, are both e govern, and be 
governed; to aſſiſt e in a b 2 1 


and be aſſiſted by it. 
But take notice by the way; py is not here intend- 


ed, that every Member of a community is to be a 


governor, or take an actual part in legiſlating for 
his country: 4% no means, Neither on the other 


hand is it implied, that any man ſhould be exempe 


from the office of ſerving ſociety, his countrymen, 


in quality of le ed whoa has ſuitablè abilites for 
ch thing ; But whoeyer ſhall be thought 
fit to d/o good and wholeſome laws, for the 


the wark: na fu 


people at large, and what are feaſible duly to fulfill 


and practiſe, may be admitted into the number of 


governing patriots: however indigent" and deſpicable 
they may be in outward circumitances; That is, if 
23 ſufficient body of perſons, or majority, who are 


thoroughly acquainted with his character, ſhall fo 


r:/ohve, and pleaſe to appoint him to that ftation; provi- 


ded they are willing io ſupport him in it: and he, in his 


Furn be equally inclined to ſerve his country and his friends. 
Now becauſe diſtreſs of nations, and the grievan- 
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The Rights of Man in civil S en 
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11 5 
introduced into Law and Government, it certainly 
requires a conſtitutive ſtandard fixing, (which if coin- 

ied with by a general conſent of the people in any 
nation, country, or community,) will contain as juſt 
and perfect a plan of Election and Repreſentation as 
its beſt, and wiſeſt inhabitants can furniſh, (previous 
to the palſing of Laws, or eſtabliſhing any of- 
Ne ſor their execution, ) ſuch as the qualifications of 
EleRors, the number, authority, duration, ſeſſion, 
reſtriction, diſmiſſion, and the like, of the repreſen- 
tative department together with the mode of taxa- 
tion to be purſued by them, and what payment is 
due to thoſe whoſe time and talents ſhall be ſo well 
employed, all of which, with other uſeful documents 
on the ſubject, are grounded ſo firmly, and diſcuſſed 
iu a manner ſo apt, rational, and intereſting, by that 
univerſal Philanthropiſt, The Author on the Rights of 
Man; as aitoniſhes,, whilſt it initracs, and will be 
the deſerved wonder of riſing generations, and the 
admiration of every candidand impartial reader, thro* 
perpetual ages, perhaps to the end of time. * 
Vet it will ever be, both the duty and privilege of 
individuals, whether taking an active part in govern- 
ment or otherwiſe, to pay his proportinate quota to 
its ſupport, in order to carry its good and ſalutary 
laws into execution, that none may be oppreſſed by 
any neceſſary. charge it will incur, and that every 
ane indiſcriminately, may reap the benefit of its real 
ſecurity. and protection, in the preſervation of life, 
liberty, and property, the true eſſential rights, to 
which every man is alike duly entitled; be of what 
nation, complexion, or family ſoever he will. 
But not to confound one thing with another, as 
well as to pave the way to a more able andi requiſite 
diſcuſſion, of enſuing particulars, defore we proceed 
ribge it will Þs requiſite is the next place, 7s fake 


* . 


2 5+ 
„ * ; LEY 


* 


435 N 
ome notice F the ground of all our rights, whether civil, 
or religious; in order to diſcover how they ſpring 

from their own genuine root, like the branches ofa a 

tree out of its ſtem, or trunk; or as the circumfe- 


. rence of a circle from its own proper center. 
˖ Obſerve then, my dear friends, and fellow citizens, 
: and mat k it well, that man himſelf is the entire ſub- 
* ject, baſis, or ſoundation, from whom every right, 
ſacred, or temporary, muſt have their neceſſary ori- 
4 gin: and on him- they muſt totally and ultimately 
L gdevolve. For as that Celebrated Author, and Unan- 
. fwerable Politician, Mr. THomas PAINE has moſt 
1 Judiciouſly remarked in treating of theſe matters, 
a % Every Civil Right (ſays he,) grows out of ſome 
S: Natural Right, ſo that his public and political claim, 
5 | |  wohally, that is, the very being of all civil, and acquired 
if 14 rigbis, are clearly conſequent, on thoſe le has perſo- 
7 * wally and by nature. FTE OS TE e Os 
1 To aſcertain then the truth of theſe propoſitions 


+ 7 and ſhew the juſt claims, and equitable Rights of 
1 Men, by taking them comparatively amongſt them- 
ſelves: It is meet to conſider the natural endow= 


4 | 
5 | ments, and perſonal qualifications, of which every 
to f n ell... CD SI ORR 
ry = Firlt of all then, every man retains, or has a mind, 
by WM aà⁊ will, or an underſtanding, and a principle of diſ- 


28 cernment, and diſerimination in himſelf, ke is like- 
4 I: wiſe pollefled of a ſimilar train of paſſions, and af- 


fe, fections, together with a faculty of retention, ' or 
5 | memory, cach of Which have the ſame office; and 
hat ö orderly mann 1 of working, in one man as another, 
wand s unleſs violently controuled from without, or volun- 
* | tarily - contracted within; add to theſe, that. 
ſite =. -C /Ery. individual of mankind, in a found and re- 
ee! gular [tate of nature, has the fame ſenſes, which are 
Yiu tally ene, and number; and there: 
| | 1 


= # 
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fore it is, that they always muſt and do depend 
upen the ſeme organs of ſenſation, and have the fame 
arrangement, place, and conſtruction, thro the Whole 
ſpecies. Or if you take men anatomically you will 
find them exactly ſimilar thro? every part of the cor- 
poreal ſyſtem, internal, and external, and that each 
diſtinct part, member, joint, or limb, hath a like 
ſervice to accompliſh, and doth actually perform the 
ſame movements throughout the human race. 
And laſtly to compleat the account, you will de 
well to remember, that mankind collectively, how- 
ever diverſified, by time, place, or circumſtance, 
have ſtill but one identity in ſubſtance, und blood, ſeeing 
all our beings are derived from the ſame common 
parent, according to which weread, all nations were 
made of one blood to dwell on all the faceof the earth. 
This refers us to that root, or center ſpoken of be- 
fore, from whence every branch of human poſterity 
and the whole circumferencial offsprings of the ra- 
tional world, are palpably and viſibly deſcended. 
How plain then it muſt appear, trom what goes 
immediately before, that there can be nodiſparity, in 
perſon, family, or blood, throughout the great bro- 
therhood of man: then why is ſo vaſt a difference made 
amongft men, at the preſent day, both in titles, and 
the appropriation of the goods, and fruits of the eartk 
which, (excluſive of private property juſtly obtained) 
Was originally i in:ended for the general uſe and be- 
nefit of all? For if mankind do all conſiſt of one 
maſs, are all produced or made up of one lump, . 
and are perfectly homogeneal in ſo great a degree, 
and ſo many reſpects, as already enumerated ; then 
it is not ten thouſand removes can make them leſs 
related to each other than at firſt, when there was 
but one family i in the world, whereof one halt were 
parents, the other brethrons in immediate. {uceets 


Den. * 


* 
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EK 
For as a wiſe man has lcarnedly obſerved, with 
great reaſon and perſpicuity, Children are but apart 

of the Parent zurapt up in anther fin,” and what is 
more ſimple to conceive, than that theſe two rela- 
tive characters, hat is to ſuy. Parents, and Children, 
eempriſe all the rational inhabitants of the earth? 
Here the great chain of common brotherhood may 
be literally ſeen, and evidently underſtood, as indiſ- 
ſolubly compleat, and running in a poſitive courſe, 
through the intire- family of the world, as well in 
nature as in name. , Neither is it in the power of 
human pride, aided by every infernal contrivance, 
to break the real connexion, or looſen the coheſive 
cement, on the ground of Truth, and found Philsſaphy, 


however men may attempt it, by the uſe of craft, 


and extraneous man ners. Here then, the queſtion 
will again recur, Why is one of this great fraterni- 
ty diſtinguiſhed. by the oftentatious title of Duke, 
Earl, Lord, Count, &c. with the ſupetadditional e- 
pithet of Noble, prefacing the grand appellation ? . 
| hilt another who is perfectly uſeful to ſociety, 
with his utmoſt induſtry and œconomp, is ſtill brand- 
ed with the odious and degrading term of vulgar, 
common, peaſant, and the lite; Or if he receives the 
moſt trivial pittance from the Public, to eke out the. 
burdenſome charge of a numerous family, by way 
of relief he is inſtantly /igmatized with the oppro- 

brious language of pauper, or if he craves a farthing 

at your hands, or aſks a morſel of bread, he is thence- 

forward ſtiled vagrant, a term full as diſguſting as 

_ ehatof athiet.-- 2: - VVV 

Io allegorize then a little, my friends on theſe 
points it appears to me a parallel caſe with what 
we read in the prophets, where a man takes the 
ſtock of a tree, and makes a God on one part of it, 

which he actually worſhips and with the other pars 


" 


"1.43 


| ks We rms. himſelf, or cooks his oifuals: Nor is a 
more expreſſive Cle deyiable; than this bafore us, bh 


if we reflect but a moment how differently theſe two 
orders of men are treated, and employed; who like 
the tree here alluded to, are both derived from -one 
common ſtock, _ 
Firſt then, the high titled: mar, AS She can- dane 90 
native, or perſonal ſuperiority, over his equal brother 


the Jabourer or mechanic, muſt have recourſe to art 


and parade alone, unto which he isentirely indebted; 
for all that is to diſtinguiſh him, from the loweſt and 


meaneſt of his fellow creatures: There being no o. 


ther means exiſting, whereon to eſtabliſh ſuch ſpe- 
eies of domeſtic pride, in family, or in blood; Nor 
can the moſt abandoned, audacious mortal, produce 


a better proof of his greatneſs, nos not even in ap- 
pearance, as is amply demonſtrated, in the Proceeds | 


part of theſe ſelf evident remarks; | 


And becauſe ſuch an exterior ſhew, is all the ſhift a 


he has to climb above his brethren; he accordingly 


flaſhes upon the world, in Clothes embroidered = 
gold, & ſiluer, in his flary garters: brilliants, and blue £ 

Sabbat his equipage, and pompous train of numer- 

ous attendants, and idle domeſtics; his. daily table of 


luxurious expenſive meats, and coſtly Wines; aprofuſion 


: of charge and glare, in houſe, and furniture, beſides 
an uſeleſs and uncommon number of horſes and dogs, 
with every other extravagance & Tuperfluity of lite x 
ſuppoſing (at the ſame time) he is no gambler, dife 
ſipated profligate; or libertine, in the purſuit of ob- 


ſcene and luſtful pleaſures; which can hardly be ima 


gined, as it is but too often the caſe with perſons 


Who live in riot and exceſs, and want neither leiſurs 
gor abundance, io fulfil their baſe and wanton delires, 
From hence we conclude, itmuſt be altogether o- 


ung de he making 2 with wm 
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855 „ 
falſe and lofty titles, that ſuch vile and enormous pre- 
cedents, meet with ſo much encouragement prevail æ- 

Bove all things, and are purſued with ſuch avidity in the 
world gs 2 +4 245.5 „ 1 
Now tho' unn that titles as conſidered in 

themſelves, are perfectly infignificant, and in their 

application, no more than toys for children; yet fee- 
ing that in reſpect of their high ſounding imme, they ate 
made uſe of, andadopted for maxims of ?rue grandeu# 
and nobility, they not only mark a kind of foppery in 

the rational being which degrades its dignity; as M. 

Paine obſerves, but upon a candid and deliberate in- 

veſtigation you will find them moſt feriouſly perni- 
cious, virulent, and banefully  influeneial, in the 

conſequence: for miſtaking the ground of all that is 
either greater good in man; their whole endeavour is, 
by falſe and ſpurious motives, to make aſplendid ſhew 
in meer outward figure, and appearance only, that 
ſhall by its extraordinary decorations, ſubſtitute the 
place of character and real worth . + © 


— - 


Nor is it in the leaſt to be doubted, that a general 
corruption of morals, and depravity of manners, is, 
in a great meaſure owing to theſe extravagant ex- 
amples of luxury and diſſipation, which as they have 
2 natural tendency /0excite the ſame propenſity in others 
with thoſe that give ſuch deſiructius inſtances to the 
world, it will neceſſarily follow, that thro' imitati- 
on ef theſe profuſe, and monſtrous examples, men 
of .inferior fortunes have almoſt deluged the land 
with ſwindling and bankruptcy, and every kind of 
fraud, and violence, practiſed by deſigning villains, 
not only on the heedleſs and unwary; but likewiſe 
on the careful, ſober, honeſt, and induſtrious tradeſman# 
to his own undoing, and the total ruin of his once 
bappy, but now e i 


1 
But the moſt prominent and highly aggravated 
feature, in this picture, diſcovers itſelf in the predo- 
minant power of theſe men, who by uniting title 
with riches, obtain an influence that glaringly pre- f 
ponderates, in the ſcale of their own intereſt & in de- "x 
ſigns, notoriouſiy ſelfiſh, and baſe, ſo that like a vortex, 
the great maſs of the people, and the unreſiſting mul- 
| titude of Tradeſmen, Artizans, and Labeurers, ate 
A thereby drawn into mere vaſſalage, and intolerable, 
ö oppre ſſion, either in default of wiſdom, or ſpirit, to 
aſſert their proper and neceſſary rights; for if - 
theſe had once been conjoined with method and 
concord, in their numerous powers, duly diſpoſed 
(as in the Fable of Bundled Sticks,) t be of conſe- 
quence, know their own importance, or feel their own 
_ weight by union, it never could have been in the 
power of ſuch an extraneous caſt of men, which na- 
ture in its pure ſimplicity knows nothing of, as be- 
ing ſtrangers to humanity, religion, and conſcienc 
and on whoſe high nominal titles, the lapſed ſtate o 
man, not only puts a peculiar negative, but likewiſe. 
pours the utmoſt contempt: I ſay it never could have 
been in the power of theſe men, to conftrut Laws, 
and intrude them upon the public, the nioſt gene- 
rally abuſive in their ſenſible effects, or oppreſſive in 
operation, beſides humiliating, and inſulting, that 
human nature can poſſibly lie under: that is, the, 
2 conſtraining a perſon who has his daily bread to buy 
and who muſt make the purchaſe with the ſweat of 
| his brow, to pay tax and tribute to thoſe who ſhall 
cauſe a part of that very bread to be taken from him; 
on purpoſe that he may pay, perhaps, a double price, 
or more; for what ſhall now remain, or is then left 
This is intended to augment, and keep up the land. 
z ſtuereſt, without which artifice, it could not be don 
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To this ſtratagem alone muſt be attributed the ge- 


ed ̃ P ˙ ·w tr. — —-ͤNm 07 


. e 


neral increaſe in the price of proviſions, ſo that not 
only cattle and fleſh of every kind, including butter 
and cheeſe, but foſſils, as lead ore, & lime - ſtone, dug 
out of the bowels of the earth, with brick of common 
clay, have all, and each them, in leſs than 30 years 
back ward equivalent to the racking of rents, advan- 


ced in a duplicate proportion, yea, many of them a- 


bove a double ratio, to what their ſtatement were be- 


fore that period. 


Thus, by looking well at this one ſtroke of poli- 
cy, wholly founded on /elf intereſt, falling on all the 
eſſential articles of life, with fuch poanderous und impreſ- 


ſive weight ; we ſee the far greater part of a kingdom, 


loaded with a burden, that at once ſupercedes the e- 
normous charge of all our accumulated taxes; this if 
previouſly examined, and duly digeſted, will perfect- 
ly reveal unto us the virtues belonging theſe great no- 
minal deſcriptions, whereby we thall eaſily become 
proper judges, as well, of the merit or benefit due'to 
titles, as of the efficacy of that legiſlation which pla- 


cesits family ground, & ſets itshereditary footing up- 
on them. and certainly every one not totally envel- 


joped in groſs ignorance, or otherwiſe warped by 
ſelf intereſt, and conſequently by prejudice, muſt ſee 
and acknowledge, that wealth, crowned by title, is - 
ſtrictly and literally the ſame deſpotic fource; that in 
government, actually exercises itfelf, like the pri- 
mary movement in an ill conſtructed machine, 
which agitates the whole apparatus of working pow- 
ers that follow aſter, in ſuch a manner as to tear & pull 
in pieces, all the inferior partsthat depend uponit: thus 
by the tyrannical influence, and arbitrary meaſures of 

this legiſlative authority, is the equitable and univer- 
ſal laws of nature, of religion, and ſound policy, not 


barely infracted, but eren diſlocated, which were 


i 


13 
primarily ordained, to connect, harmonize and eſta- 
Þliſh mankind into a ſocially, endearing, peaceful; 
and happy brotherhood. _ e | 
Likewiſe that very partial & arbitrary law whict 


_ admits no perſon, but ſuch as holds the tenure of: 


manor, or poſſeſſors of an hundred pounds per annum 
to kill, or take to themſelves, animals, perfectiy wil 
by nature, is a bale impoſition, not to ſay inſult, upon 


the public, and doth as openly militate againſt its 


common intereſt, _ | 
Eſpecially, if we reflect that theſe prohibited crea- 

tures, arg the daily food, and lawful prey of Faxes, 

Pole- cats, Kites, Hawks, c. whilſt millions of men 


are denied all acceſs to them, or participation there- 


of, but what comes thro' the hands of theſe mono- 
olizers, as a peculiar favour, whence it neceſſarily 


Jollovs, that this illiberal act proceeds from the ſame 


deſpotic fountain, as thoſe other mercileſs and op- 
preſſive laws, that ſo notoriouſly enhance the price 
of proviſions. g | | 

Nor can any perſon of integrity and ingenuity, 
view, but with abhorrence, and utter deteſtation, 
that ſuperfluous number of places, and penſions, 
paid out of induſtrous labour, and the hard earnings 
of the poor, for the meer purpoſe of agrandizement 
and luxury, that is, to ſupport a ſet of idle and uſe- 
leſs beings, favourites of a court, in ſplendour, riot, 
and all manner of wanton extravagance, whilſt the 
obvious fund that ſupplies this channel, is the fweat 
& blood of the great multitude, the bulk or maſs of 
the nation, whoſe diſtreſſes are ſhockingly evident, 


E too ſenſibly diſcovered in the chaſm oftheir real && 


indiſpenſibly neceſſary wants. Now. as many of theſe 
penlions, and pecuniary grants, are very highly rated 
and the aſſemblage of them ſo numerous, the aggre- 
gateſum muſt be enormeus. Mean time the ſervices 


annexed, bearing no proportion to the annual amount, 


81 


This brings the u partly full in proſpect, 


whom we all know, are either titled perſons; or in 


the high road ſo to be: by whoſe procuring cauſe 


it is theſe rich places, and wealthy livings, are almoſt 
generally conferred, either on their own relations, as 
needy dependants, or creatures ſtill more capable, of 
ſupporting their conduct, and forwarding their de- 
ſigns, which however ſiniſter in quality, or inimical te 
the public welfare, arè ſure to meet with particular 
aid and aſſiſtance, from ſuch mercenary advocates as 


theſe. And thus it is, that unſufferable burdens 


are brought upon an helpleſs people. The whrch di- 
wine providence may ſoon relax, is the ardent and ſincere 
w1/h nnn“ ñ] ˙ ʒ ge hrs © 
Hence we ſhall infer, that both titles, and riches 
art, or ſeperately conſidered, are too impotent to 
give nobility, fince in a variety of inftances, where 
united together, we ſee them fall viſibly ſhort of 
common juſtice, and in ſome caſes, diveſted even of 


humanity. And with regard to titles themſelves, 
we know them to be only a man made phantom, ere 


ated as fancy or intereſt directs, juſt in a ſimilar way 
to the Pope's creation of cardinals, abbots, monks c. 


down to the loweſt, or jeſuitical claſs, with no diſtine- 
tion but ceremony and parade alone. All which at- 
tentively obſerved, amounts to a full anddemonſtrate 
proof, that titles, are utterly unchriſtian, or irreligi- 
sus, as being quite vague, irrational, and unnatural in 
our preſent frame of exiſtence, & conſequently have 


their entire order and origin grounded in human pride 
backed by ſaphiſticuted policy, and diabolical craft. 
And that this may not appear to be the fruit 


of malevolence, or ſuſpended on my own judgement 


conjecture, or authority, hear what is ſaid in tlie 
Poem intituled, The True bern Engliſhman. | 


we © 
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e The great invading Norman let us know, 
What Cunguerors in after mes might do; 

« To every Muſteteer he brought to town, 

«© He gave the lands that never were his own. _ 
« When firſt the Engliſh Crown he did obtain, 
He did not ſend his Dutchmen home again 
© No re-aſſumptions. i in his reign were known, 
% D' Av'nant might there have let his book * | 
No parliament his army could diſband, 
. © He rais'd no money for he paid in land. 

He gave his Legions their eternal Ration, 
And made them all freeholders of the nation: 

* He canton'd out the country to his men, | 
And every ſoldier was a denizen. 

© The raſcals thus enrich'd he call'd them Lords 

« Topleaſe their upſtart pride withnewmade _ 
Aud Doomſday- book his tyranny records. 


This ſhews at leaſt, how tyranny, and arbitrary 
power were introduced and eſtabliſhed on a military 
foundation, at ſo early a period of time, as well as 
the deſpotic motive and end of applying titles; and 
the cauſe and effect muſt be ſtill the ſame; the con- 
tinuance of matters of this kind, never abating ei- 
ther their uſe or energy on any account. 


From theſe premiſes, then, it muſt be manifeſt, 
even to thoſe who are yet tenaciouſly enamoured of 
the baby clothes of Count or Duke; that principles 
with their conſequent ill effects, not 4" e are the 
genuine objects of theſe ſtrictures: For whilſt the 
fate of a Ferrers is ſtill recent in memory, the ex- 
ample of whom a poor man of honeſt heart would 
ſhudder at imitating, we may adopt the Language 
of. Mr. Pope, in his e n . with. the le 

ef IEA 92 15 5 


5 


l 15 1 1 5 
© Behold the child by natures kindly law, | Wes 
« Plaas'd with a rattle, tickled with a flraw ; 

« Stars, Garters, Gold, aſſume his riper ſtage. 
% As Beads, and Prayer-Books are the Toys of ages \ 

„Then look about and ſee where greatnels lies, | 


L 
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Only amongſt the Heroes and the wiſe, 
Heroes the fame, the thing is now agreed, Fa 
« From Macedonian madman to the Swede, | b | 
« Tf by your father's worth your own you rate; ( 
Count me thoſe only that are good and great: . 
« What can ennoble ſaves and ſots and cowards, = 
« Alas! Not all the blood of all the Hewards. 1 
% VWit's a feather and a Chief's a Rod, " 
4 An Honeft Man's the Nobleft Work of God. 0 
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